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Virginia Pounds Brown is the 
recipient of the 2011 Virginia 

Van Der Veer Hamilton Award for 
contributions to Alabama history that 
encourage joint historical endeavors 
and mutual understanding among 
nonprofessional and professional 
historians.

Ms. Brown is a native of 
Birmingham and holds degrees from 
Randolph-Macon Woman's College 
(now Randolph College) and Emory 
University Library School. She served 
as a librarian in the Birmingham 
Public Library and at Birmingham-
Southern College. With her husband 
she owned and operated a bookstore 
for twenty-five years in suburban 
Birmingham.  

The focus of her life has been 
writing, editing, and publishing books, 
mostly about Native Americans of 
the South, African Americans, and 
women. Her writing career started, 
Brown has stated, when a German 
scientist working in Huntsville, 
Alabama, walked into her bookstore 
looking for an "easy reading" book 
about Alabama for relatives in 
Germany. Out of that request came 
Alabama: Mounds to Missiles, 
Brown's answer (with a coauthor) 
to his need. The success of the book 
turned a budding interest into the 
dedicated pursuit of discovering and 
writing about previously ignored 
or unknown facets of Alabama and 
Southern history. 

In addition to Alabama: Mounds 
to Missiles, Brown has coauthored 
and coedited several books about 
Alabama history, including Alabama 
Heritage, a popular pictorial history; 
and Toting the Lead Row: Ruby 
Pickens Tartt, Alabama Folklorist. 

virginia Pounds Brown receives  
virginia van Der veer Hamilton Award

Another book, The Gold Disc of 
Coosa, tells the story of an Indian 
boy's encounter with De Soto; it was 
an Alabama Library Association 
award winner in 1975. 

Brown's interest in the Native 
Americans of Alabama and the 
South led to the writing of The World 
of the Southern Indians and the 
compilation of Southern Indian Myths 
and Legends, both of which have 
been reissued recently by NewSouth 
Books. In Cochula's Journey (1996) 
Brown turns again to the De Soto 
expedition, telling what happened to a 
young Indian woman of Coosa taken 
captive by De Soto. Cochulas Journey 
won the Small Press Young Adult 
Fiction award in 1997. 

(adapted from Alice Owen’s 
nomination of Ms. Brown)
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Patrons ($500 level) 

Jacob Lowery, Greenville, SC
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Sulzby III, Birmingham

sponsors ($250 level) 

Leah Rawls Atkins, Birmingham
Joe Dennis, Bessemer 
Anne Feathers, Greenville
Rev. Oscar H. Lipscomb, Mobile 
William D. Melton, Evergreen 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Hanson Slaughter, Birmingham 
George H. Smith, Birmingham 
Jim Tucker, Decatur 
James Jerry Wood, Montgomery

sustainers ($100 level) 

Dr. James M. Albritton, Montgomery
Paul J. Anderson Jr., Enterprise
Dr.  Harold E. Arnold & Mrs. Paula R. Arnold, Marion
Jackson B. Bailey, Birmingham
Dr. S. Jonathan Bass, Birmingham
Sen. William M. Beasley, Clayton
Irene S. Blalock, Birminham
Dr.  Kathryn H. Braund, Dadeville
Albert P. Brewer, Birmingham
Edwin C. Bridges, Montgomery
Dr. & Mrs. J. Donald Carmichael, Birmingham
Mr. William N. Clark, Birmingham
Brad Creed, Birmingham
Sara McCall Curry, Auburn
Harryette-Anne Duncan, Yalaha, Florida
Bertis D. English, Montgomery
Martin Everse & Helon Everse, Birmingham
Mr. & Mrs. Alston Fitts, Selma
Samuel Flowers & Kay Flowers, Birmingham 
Ann H. Gay, Butler
Norman W. Gayle, Birmingham

P. Richard Hartley, Greenville
B. Bart Henson, Huntsville
David Herring, Birmingham
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Holland, Livingston
Tammy Leclare Hope, Bessemer
Gorman Houston & Martha Houston, Montgomery
Ada T. Ingram & T. J. Ingram, Montevallo
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Ireland, Birmingham
Harvey H. Jackson, Jacksonville
James L. Jones, Dallas, TX
Van Koppersmith, Mobile
Arthur Clayton Kyser & Charlotte Kyser, Hoover
Joyce H. Lamont, Tuscaloosa
Ethelwyn Haley Dobbs Langston, Winfield
Jim Lee & Ola Ann Lee, Huntsville
Frank Alex Luttrell, Madison
Daryl L. Masters & Candy Masters, Montgomery
Joseph W. Mathews, Birmingham
Jacqueline A. Matte, Birmingham
Marvin E. McCain & Lenda McCain, Lynn Haven, FL
Dr.  Charles A. McCallum, Vestavia Hills
Dr. Kathryne S. McDorman & Ms. Barbara Adkins, 

Fort Worth, TX
Val L. McGee & Katie B. McGee, Ozark
Tom McMillan & Jane McMillan, Brewton
Milton M. McPherson, Troy
Bibb Graves Mims, Uriah
James Stanley  Moss, Pinson
Bob Owens & Alice Owens, Gulf Shores 
James P. Pate, Tupelo, MS
Debbie  Pendleton, Montgomery
Emily Pendleton, Montevallo
Mrs. William A. Powell, Birmingham
Dan J. Puckett, Wetumpka
Gail Pugh & David Pugh, Birmingham
George C. Rable & Kay Rable,Tuscaloosa 
John R. Reese, Montgomery

The AHA would like to thank the following  
individuals for their generous support!
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Lisa C. Reich, Birmingham
Margaret E. Rhoads, Birmingham
Mr. & Mrs. Yetta Samford, Opelika
Walter Schoel, Jr., Birmingham
Loyd Smilie & Mary Emma Smilie, Mongtomery
Bertram D. Smith, Marion
Ted C. Spears & Shirley K. Spears, Sylacauga
Carroll C. Strickland, Huntsville
Jean T. Styles, Minter
Ronald Thomas & Gayle G. Thomas
J. Mills Thornton, Montgomery
Michael L. Townes & Valerie W. Townes, 

Fredericksburg, VA
Warren A. Trest, Montgomery
Joseph C. P. Turner, Demopolis
Scott Vowel & Cameron Vowell, Birmingham
Joseph D. Weatherford, Montgomery
Edgar Welden, Birmingham
A. S. Williams, Birmingham
Jerry M. Windsor & Jerry Mae Windsor, Graceville, FL
A. Len Worlund & Kennie Worlund, Huntsville
Louise A. Wrinkle, Birmingham
Alan K. Zeigler, Birmingham

Contributors ($50 level) 

Anita Bean, Lacey’s Spring  
Ann Bibb, Birmingham
Carolyn F. Boone, Tuscaloosa 
Alice Meriwether Bowsher, Birmingham
Mr. Jim Byram &Dr. Meridith Byram, McCalla 
Francis Daniel Coleman, Tuckahoe, NY
William E. Davenport, Birmingham
A. Wayne Deloach, Marbury 
William U. Eiland, Athens,GA 
Michael W. Fitzgerald, Northfield,MN 
Peggy Galis, Athens, GA
H. Mac Gipson & Mary Lee Gipson, Prattville 

Emris H. Graham Jr. & Sharon Graham, Birmingham
Bradley Hale, Thomaston
Julie C. Haynes, Alexander City
Betty G. Haynie, Montrose 
Timothy A. Hughes, Birmingham 
Michael D. Jamerson, Cumming, GA  
Mary Let Keene, Plant City, FL  
Edwin O. King, Talladega   
Dr. Thomas C. Lawson Jr., Birmingham 
Mrs. Theresa C. Loeb, Huntsville  
Harry P. Long & Susan W. Long, Anniston 
Dr. Michael E. Malone, Birmingham
Elaine McDonald & Charles McDonald, Montgomery
Ed Leigh McMillan II, Brewton
Dr. & Mrs. Leon McVay III, Mobile
Mary A. Meadows, Lowndesboro 
Liz Moore, Birmingham
Sally Moore, Clanton 
Steve Murray, Auburn 
Worth E.Norman Jr., Hoover   
Rebecca Reeves, Hanceville 
Marlene Hunt Rikard, Birmingham
Carolyn Green Satterfield, Birmingham
John B. Scott Jr., Montgomery  
Mr. & Mrs. Barrett Shelton Jr., Decatur
Garland Cook Smith, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald A. Snider, Mobile 
Laurence D. Vinson Jr., Birmingham 
Thomas G.Walker Jr. Montevallo 
Mr. & Mrs. George F. Wheelock III, Birmingham
Lex Williamson & Mary Williamson, Birmingham

The AHA would like to thank the following  
individuals for their generous support!

Thank you
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2012  
Annual Meeting  
of the AHA
Huntsville, April 12-14

The Association’s 65th annual 
meeting will take place in Huntsville, 
where the state was created in 
constitutional convention, where a 
community was divided during the 
Civil War, and where Americans 
designed and tested vehicles for our 
first forays into space.

Full details will appear in the spring 
2012 issue of the newsletter. The 
Holiday Inn Downtown is now taking 
reservations at the special AHA rate 
of $89.00. Call 800-465-4329. 

MArk your  
CAlEnDArs!

The U.S. Space and Rocket Center will be the venue for the 2012 
annual banquet. Courtesy the George F. Landegger Collection of 
Alabama Photographs in Carol M. Highsmith's America, Library 
of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division


